Making decisions for incapable adults. 3: Protection, guardians and advocates.
District nurse Jane Simmons has concerns about a patient in her care who she suspects of being abused by her son. The patient has been left paralysed and unable to communicate by a stroke and cannot confirm the district nurse's suspicions. Both the nurse and the GP feel that the patient would be better managed in a care home, but her son refuses to consider the possibility. A vulnerable adult case conference concludes that this is probably because of the patient's considerable personal wealth and property. When the police confirm that there is insufficient evidence to prosecute the son, the care team wonder if the provisions of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 can be used to protect the patient.